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Che “Reviewing Stand 


This issue of Virginia Cavalcade 
draws its inspiration from the pen 
and brush of Benjamin Henry La- 
trobe, the eminent architect, natural- 
ist and traveler, who came to the 
United States in 1796. We have in 
the past reprinted a number of 
sketches of Virginia scenes from his 
palette. A section from a two-volume 
sketch book entitled An Essay on 
Landscape which was presented to 
the Virginia State Library by the 
estate of the late John Stewart Bryan 
is reproduced in this issue. This sec- 
tion is more particularly described 
on pages 8-10. 

Latrobe's Journal was published in 
book form in 1905. The résumé of 
part of it which we give below deals 


While in the Richmond area La- 
trobe, with typical zeal and en- 
thusiasm, explored the falls of the 
James River. This resulted in sketches 
of river scenes and most interestingly 
of the area near Westham where 
John Ballendine in 1775 began the 
first canal and undertook the opera- 
tion of a foundry in behalf of Vir- 
ginia’s Revolutionary government. 
Ballendine, a highly controversial 
figure, is treated in a separate article 
where his positive accomplishments 
are recorded. 

Maps and original color pictures 
are the work of Wirt A. Christian, Jr. 
as well as the photographs on pages 5 
and 41. Pictures on pages 16, 44 and 
46 are by Randolph W. Church. Page 


with the same subject as that de- Benjamin 40 is reproduced from a W. P. A. 
scribed in the State Library’s sketch H photograph and page 45 from the 
books—a trip down the Appomattox wn i State Chamber of Commerce. Docu- 
River for the purpose of determining Latrobe ments are from originals in the Vir- 


whether it could be made navigable. 


ginia State Library. 


cA “Résumé of Latrobe’s Grip “Down the 
cAppomattox ‘River 


i. June of 1796 Latrobe rode horseback from Rich- 
mond to Cumberland County to meet members of the 
Appomattox Navigation Company for the purpose of 
undertaking a trip downstream to Petersburg to ex- 
plore the possibility of making the Appomattox River 
navigable. He went first to Tuckahoe where he crossed 
the James and after two days of travel, much of it 
through Amelia County, arrived at Horsdumonde, the 
plantation of Colonel Skipwith. The weather being 
unfavorable he visited at Bizarre, the home of Richard 
Randolph, and returned again to Horsdumonde. 

He was hospitably entertained at Colonel Skip- 
-with’s where he was joined by Messrs. Venable, Epper- 
son, Anderson and Wiley, the latter being treasurer 
of the Appomattox Company. Mr. Anderson under- 
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took to be captain of the “aquatic expedition,” and the 
boat was furnished by Captain Patterson who lived 
five miles down the river from Horsdumonde. 

After a night of some inconvenience occasioned by 
the smallness of the house the expedition departed 
from Captain Patterson’s about 6:00 a.m. and began 
its journey down toward “Clemen’s mill.” The boat 
was fitted out with a “tilt” for shelter and carried a 
variety of food supplies and spirits. Latrobe describes 
the river as narrow and bordered with many types of 
trees with an occasional outcropping of granite. He 
was not much impressed by it. 

At “Clemen’s mill” CClementown Mills) the boat 
was unloaded and carried around the dam, and its 
occupants settled down to a breakfast of ham, bacon, 
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This brick home, known in Cumberland County as Horsdumonde, still stands in the area of Colonel 
Saeed plantation. It is uncertain whether it is his original dwelling which Latrobe intimates was a 
building of some elegance. Possibly it was a dependency. 
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cherries, biscuits, Indian bread and wheat bread. La- 
trobe and Venable drank water, often from springs; 
the rest preferred grog. Lacking firearms they viewed 
enviously the many flights of ducks, Indian hens and 
kingfishers. 

About noon of the first day (they did not have a 
watch among them) they arrived “with singing and 
hallooing” at the home of Mr. Brackett. His wife was 
at home, but feared they were drunk and hid in the 
kitchen. Mr. Brackett returned shortly and received 
them hospitably, furnished them with grog and butter- 
milk, and accompanied them through the windings of 
the river to Like’s Ford. Their trip down to “Jeneto” 
(Genito) was without event. They arrived at about 
3:00 p.m. 

With the help of Captain Williamson, keeper of 
the inn, and his men, the boat was carried around 
the mill dam and a luncheon of beer and “salmagundi” 
was served at the inn. From there they proceeded down 
the smooth stream to the mouth of Flat Creek where 
they arrived at about 7:00 p.m. 

At Flat Creek they called upon “Mr. Walke” 


(Walker) who operated another mill. The Creek was 


noted to be a large stream that could be cleared for at 
least forty miles back into the country. Mr. Walker 
was found to be a sensible and good-humored man 
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with comfortable quarters, and they accepted his in- 
vitation to spend a day and a half with him “as a pre- 
tense” for waiting for Major Eggleston, another mem- 
ber of the Company. 

While there Latrobe was greatly entertained at Mr. 
Anderson’s feat of smoking out two hives of honey. 
Bees, Latrobe noted, were not natives but were brought 
over by the settlers and were termed by the Indians 
“white men’s flies.” 

When Major Eggleston failed to appear the group 
embarked with Mr. Walker at 2:00 p.m. of the third 
day in the face of a thunderstorm which by 6:00 p.m. 
had thoroughly drenched them. At 7:00 p.m. they 
arrived at Watkins’ mill. 

The reception at Watkins’ was quite different from 
anything they had heretofore experienced. Mrs. Wat- 
kins set the dogs upon them and her son, Dick, brother- 
in-law of Mr. Walker, when awakened, greeted them 
with a mixture of haughtiness and contempt. He of- 
fered neither lodging nor food and reluctantly, at 
9:00 p.m., gave them four beds in a small room. Upon 
being requested for help in the morning to move their 
boat over the dam he replied insolently that he wished 
his men in the field if the weather was fair. 

At 6:00 a.m. of the morning of the fourth day the 
group moved the boat themselves and followed by 
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Watkins’ insulting language renewed their journey. 
Following a pork-cherry-pone dinner they arrived at 
“Trailer’s Falls’ (Broad Falls) which they negotiated 
with great difficulty and were met by workmen of the 


Appomattox Company. 


The above account as drawn from Latrobe’s Journal 
(printed by D. Appleton and Company in 1905) is 
more complete in some respects than the account of 
the same trip as reported in the following Essay. The 
Essay, probabiy written at the same time, does, how- 
ever, add picturesque details and several extremely in- 
teresting sketches. The reference to the stay at Ep- 
pington, home of Francis Eppes, and the stop over- 
night at Atkinson’s mill, just outside of Petersburg 
should be noted. 


Latrobe’s 
Trip Down the 
Appomattox River 


Horsdumonde to Petersburg, 1796 


Broad Falls 


Atkinson's 


Petersburg 
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End of Volume One 


Of the defects in the drawings, which fill this little Volume, no one can be more sensible than myself. But 
if they are of any service to you, my labor will not be lost. My profession, though one of the arts to which 
painting is nearly related, does not depend upon a practical knowledge in either Landscape or figures, & besides, 
occupies the time in which it might be acquired. I have however found the moderate skill I may possess so 
useful and amusing, and during a life of much vexation & disappointment, I have derived such solid relief 
from it, that I perhaps overrate the value of the accomplishment. To you, if your virtues have their reward, it 
will be unnecessary to divert your mind from its cares and distresses; but it will have a considerable Value, in 
furnishing you with a new mode of rendering your genius productive of pleasure to your friends, and of agree- 
able employment to yourself. Besides, the habit of copying the beauties of nature, strengthens the talent & the 
pleasure of observing them; and, of course, renders this world, which is so full of them, a more delightful 
habitation while we stay in it. 

The little Volume I have now to present to you, is a new proof of how much I owe to my slight acquaint- 
ance with the art. It has rendered my medical imprisonment, while I was recovering from an inflammatory 
fever, a source of amusement to me; and has enabled me to express in a manner, which, I hope will be as im- 
proving to you, as it has been agreeable to me, how sincerely Your talents and your Worth are esteemed by 
Your faithful friend & servant 


Richmond Sept Ist 1798 Benjn Henry Latrobe B. 


End of Volume Two 


Postscript, 
Philadelphia April 7th 1799 


The preceding Observations and instructions have occupied the whole of the very little leissure which I have 
enjoyed since they were begun. The drawings were made at Richmond in Virginia during the Months of 
September & October 1798. In November, the conclusion of my operations at the Penitentiary house for 
the season, & arrangements for the business which awaited me at this place, occupied so much of my time 
that had it not been for an inveterate, © in every other respect very unfortunate & distressing habit of sleepless- 
ness, I should have been unable to have made any further progress. . . . 

Although this little Volume has travelled with me in all my excursions from hence to New York & the Jerseys, 
on business; & has been my favorite, & consoling companion in solitude, to the injury of its external appear- 
ance, still I have been unable to compleat it, as I wished. A few days of leisure at Orangegrove would add 
much to its neatness & perfection of detail; & were I not tempted to send it to you, by the hands of one of 
the best & dearest friends I possess, & who departs rather suddenly, I should still trespass for a short time on 
your patience. When it is gone, | shall miss it, as I should a Child whom I loved for kind dispositions & pure 
intentions, but for whose reception I feared on account of numberless involuntary faults, which time alone could 
have corrected. In both cases the fear would be diminished by the knowledge I might possess of the heart of 
the friend to whom it was sent. No part of the Manuscript has been sketched before it was written into the 
book. The badness of the Pens sometimes betray the Inn, or lodging-house on a journey, at which it was written. 

I have promised you a little dissertation on Perspective. I am in treaty for a country residence during the 
Summer, near this City. Should I obtain it, it will have the additional Value of giving me an opportunity of 
gratifying myself by following an employment, which, while it relaxes my own mind after the fatigue of busi- 
ness, has a chance of being acceptable & usefull to the friend most deserving of all my respect. 


Benj Henry Latrobe B. 
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Benjamin Henry Latrobe 


An Essay on Landscape 


But 
Lich 
des, A 
: $0 s a feature of this issue of Virginia Cavalcade a The artist is frequently self-deprecatory of the merits 
lief facsimile of a section of one of Latrobe’s journals in the —_ of his illustrations, and indeed some of them suffer 
|, it Virginia State Library follows in toto. from the faults which he points out. Many, however, 
in The section is taken from the second volume of a have definite charm. A modern survey of the areas 
ree- two volume set entitled An Essay on Landscape Ex- _ which he depicts makes it clear that certain liberties 
the plained in Tinted Drawings which was prepared by __ were taken with scenes to make them conform to 
ful Latrobe in 1798 and 1799 for a Miss Susanna Catharine theories of composition, but it is unlikely that any 
Spottswood of Richmond. While the volumes were other group of drawings survive showing the same 
int- designed for the purpose of instructing this lady scenes with greater accuracy. 
ory in the art of drawing and water color, and cover Since Latrobe’s hand is relatively legible his manu- 
in a wide variety of scenes both in this country and script has not been edited into print since it was felt 
abroad, their chief Virginia interest lies in the author's that the reader might well enjoy the text as originally 
ant trenchant observation of local life and customs and the _ prepared. However certain portions of the volumes 
rendering of an unusual collection of Virginia land- which are not reproduced in facsimile have been tran- 
scapes, The section reproduced contains most of the scribed opposite to give the background information on 
Virginia material. The title page of the first volume __ how the volumes were prepared. Spelling, punctuation 
precedes this section. and capitalization conform to the original. 7 7 4 
Guide to Articles Manuscript 
99 Number Page 
? 
Latrobe's Essay 
for 
me I. Groups of Trees in the Falls of James River 
2SS- This discusses navigation on the river and the formation of the coal fields near Richmond. 40-42 
Il. | Groups near the Locks on James River, Virginia 
'yS; This discusses the formation of granite, the renewing of seasons and the life of the 
ar butterfly. Page 43 is blank and-part of page 44 is missing in the original manuscript. 44-47 
dd III. Portrait of a Compound Tree at Heathville in Northumberland County, Virginia 
of This discusses the formation of the tree and relates a story of beliefs in witchcraft. Page 50 
on is blank and pages 53-56 are missing in the original manuscript. 48-52 
ure {IV. Fragment of a Sketch of the Chickahominy River] 
ld The extant portion discusses the merits of clearing the river. 57 
of V. A Scene in the River Appomattox, Virginia 
he This discusses the composition of the accompanying picture which illustrates VII. Pages 
en. 60-61 are blank in the original manuscript. 58-59 
he VI. View on the Banks of James River, taken at Windsor . . . 
of This discusses the location of the original Westham foundry. 62-63 
isi- VII. Scene on the Appomattox ... in Cumberland County . . . 
This discusses a boat trip down the river for the purpose of determining whether it could 
B. be made navigable. 64-70 
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Guide to Illustrations 
Latrobe's Essay 


Picture 
Number 


1. 
2. 


Imaginative vignette on title page of first volume. 


James River. Small island with trees near the canal lock six miles above Richmond. 
Compare with number 5. 


James River. Batteaux pushing up a sluice in the falls above Richmond. 
James River. Section from Richmond twenty miles west showing coal pits. 


James River. Modern photograph showing small island with trees. Compare with 
number 2. This page is blank in the manuscript. 


James River. Single tree, spout of water and granite near the canal lock six miles 
above Richmond. Compare with number 7. 


James River. Photograph of granite quarry in approximate location of number 6 
with which compare. This page is partially missing in the manuscript. 


8. Potomac River. Mass of crystallized granite near Georgetown. 


16. 


a7. 
18. 
19. 


20. 
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Caterpillar, cocoon and butterfly. (Phalaena). 


Hobgoblin from the humorous work of Woodward. 


. Heathville, Northumberland County. Compound tree. 


Appomattox River. Modern photograph showing river and dead wood west of 
Petersburg. Compare with number 14. This page is blank in the manuscript. 


. James River probably. An unidentified group of granite rocks. 


. Appomattox River. Island a little below Eppington and about twenty-five miles 


west of Petersburg. Compare with number 12. 


. James River. A modern map depicting the area around the canal lock six miles 


above Richmond as it probably appeared in 1776, For Latrobe’s picture of 
the area compare with number 16 and see article on John Ballendine. These 
pages are blank in the manuscript. 


James River. View down the river from a point near the canal lock six miles 
above Richmond. The plain now holds the settling basin for the Richmond 
water filter plant. Part of the first canal may be identified at the right. 


James River. View east from Windsor, estate of Daniel Hylton. 
James River. Granite on bank near the canal lock six miles above Richmond. 


Appomattox River. View in Cumberland County about ten miles east of Horsdu- 
monde showing granite outcrop and fishermen. Compare with number 20. 


Appomattox River. Photograph showing river in approximate area shown in num- 
ber 19 with which compare. This page is blank in the manuscript, 


Manuscript Magazine 


Page 
{1] 


40 
4] 
42 


[43] 
44 


44 
45 
47 
48 
49 


[50] 
58 


59 


[6061] 


62 
63 
64 


65 


[66] 
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[14] 


28-29 


[30] 
[31] 
[32] 


[33] 


34 
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Small islands in the James River have not changed their character since Latrobe made his sketches in 1798. 
This modern picture shows one in the Westham area. Compare with the illustration on manuscript page 40. 


This page is blank in the manuscript and partially missing. 
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ne for work on the set- 
tling basin. Latrobe’s adjoining sketch was made near this spot. 


This page is partially missing in the manuscript. 
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Deadwood still drifts down the Appomattox River as this modern picture taken above Petersburg will testi- 
fy, but the fantastic heaps shown by Latrobe on manuscript page 59 do not now exist. 


This page is blank in the manuscript. 
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1776 


Land purchased by Ballendine. 
Timber dam erected by Ballendine. 
James River. 

Original canal. 

Original lock. 

Possible site of Ballendine’s home. 
Virginia's first purchase. 

Probable additional acreage 
acquired by Virginia. 

Foundry with four double stacks 
and eight air furnaces. 

Boring mill. 

Extension of canal toward Richmond. 
Plain on which Richmond settling 
basin now stands. 


M. 
N. 
oO. 
P. 
Q. 
R. - 
Ss. 
T. 
U. 
V. 
Ww. 
x. 
Z. 


ETTRICK BANKS 


Reconstruction of Area near Westham 
Acquired by John Ballendine 


Old Lock Lane. 

Road to Windsor. om 
Windsor, estate of Daniel Hylton. 
Williams Island. 

Dam. 

Ruins of last canal. 

Ruins of six mile lock. 

Site of Confederate Iron Works. 
C. & O. Railroad and Canal. 
Intake to settling basin. 

Canal and lock. 

Quarry. 

Magazine of 1814. 

Property owned by Virginia 
as shown by survey of 1851. 
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In Latrobe’s sketches the Appomattox River, as sh 
and is peaceful in character. This modern picture shows granite outcropping commented upon by Latrobe. 


This page is blank in the manuscript. 
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John Ballendine 


U; nsuccessful entrepreneur 


of the Eighteenth Century 


BF is the story of John Ballendine, a man con- 
sidered by Thomas Jefferson to be a sham and a pre- 


tense—a man that George Washington once summoned ~ 


to court for a careless error. Washington at times 
thought highly of him, however, and no record has 
been found that he ever openly condemned him. Jeffer- 
son never held him in good repute, and through at 
least one public letter blasted him unmercifully. 

Let it first be said in Mr. Ballendine’s behalf that 
he was a gentleman of good family. It would appear 
that he was descended from the captain of a Liverpool 
tobacco ship that plied its trade on the Rappahannock 
River in the 1720’s. He was also descended from such 
prominent Virginia families as the Ewells and Ber- 
trands. 

It is on record that he and his sister were entertained 
more than once at Mount Vernon. His only son, 
Thomas W. Ballendine, was in 1779 a member of Phi 
Beta Kappa at the College of William and Mary. 
Since the line ceased with Thomas, there were no 
descendants. 

John Ballendine has been treated heretofore largely 
as an unpleasant footnote in history, Historians who 
have passed judgment on him have usually accepted 
Jefferson’s condemnations as the whole truth about 
the man. There is, however, more to be said. 

Records of his early life are scant, but it seems that 
he operated a packet boat on the Potomac River for a 
period of fifteen years. More than likely he was the 
John “Ballantine” who transported troops on that river 
for the Dunmore expedition of 1755. If so, his interest 
in transportation and shipping came from practice in 


these fields. 
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It cannot be said that his interests were limited. In 
the 1750’s he turned from the waterways to manufac- 
turing. Through his Ewell relatives he acquired a con- 
tractual interest in land at Occoquan, that large inlet 
off the Potomac. Here he originated a settlement and 
erected an iron forge and several grist mills. Iron for 
his forge came from a furnace at Neabsco. His partner- 
ship with owners of iron interests may have given him 
a false idea of prosperity. His holdings increased and 
at one time he was operating sawmills, bolting mills, 
bakehouses, and various storehouses. 

Then came failure number one. His iron partners 
withdrew in 1760. Unable to meet his financial obliga- 
tions he borrowed from a Mr. John Semple of Mary- 
land, and by 1765 he had lost his entire property. 
What Ballendine had started, however, was sound, 
for Semple operated the mills profitably for a number 
of years. The forge went out of existence, 

In looking for a future Ballendine turned again to 
the river. He seized on the idea then occupying many 
men’s minds that fame and fortune lay in developing 
waterways and canals into the expanding west. In 
this venture the James was high on his list, but his 
old stream, the Potomac, could not be overlooked. He 
chose the northernmost river first. His “most brilliant 
plan,” as one of the few friendly historians observed, 
threw him into close contact with George Washington 
who had been interested in such a development as early 
as 1754. His former creditor, John Semple, was also 
promoting the idea. 

In 1772, at a meeting attended by Lord Fairfax and 
the governors of Maryland and Virginia, Ballendine 
secured from them and other prominent gentlemen 
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The town of Occoquan was early settled and has been the site of various industries. Near the ruins of this 
old mill Ballendine erected his first forge and mills. The latter continued in successful operation even 
after he was forced to withdraw. 
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testimonials of their confidence in his ability and in- 
tegrity. They also pledged subscriptions to his plan 
for clearing the falls of the James and Potomac rivers 
and encouraged him to visit England to look over 
various canals and locks to aid him in his undertake- 
ing. This he did, and he was undoubtedly well re- 
ceived. Returning in 1774 he held at least two meetings 
with his Virginia subscribers where additional sums 
were pledged. By October he had settled in a home 
at Seneca Falls and work was under way on the 
Maryland side of the Potomac. 


Then came failure number two. It came after a 
public silence of one year, and it came from Richmond. 
Ballendine announced in the press that he had given 
up the Potomac plan and had transferred his activities 
to the James where he was undertaking to build a 
canal around the falls at Richmond. The reasons for 
failure number two can hardly be laid to Ballendine 
unless we think of undue optimism as the reason for 
failure. 

The facts show that he could secure no approval 
from the Maryland legislature for work on the Poto- 


At this spot, Seneca Falls, Maryland, Ballendine began his first project of building a canal around the 
falls of the Potomac River. The remnants of the dam and stonework are, however, from a later period. 
The Virginia shore appears in the distance. 
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of James River, Ofober 25, 1775. 
A T the carneft Solicitation of many Gen- 
is tlemen on Potowmack, and influenced by my own Intereft 
on that River, Ihave been endeavouring to open its Navigation 
from Tidewater upwards, and have been at confiderable Expence 
Preparation, &c. to forward that wfeful Work; but the Ne- 
fity of a Marylaad A& of Affembly co-operating with one pafled 
Virginia, and which I have not yet been able to obtain, has 
iged me to decline it for the prefent. This Difappointment 
‘would be more affecting, if it did not afford me an Opportunity 
LaF employing my ‘Time and Aitention in opening and extending 
ithe Navigation of James River, which, thouch a Work lefs in- 
fting to me, is of equal Utility to the Public. But, to make 
my Intereft in fome Meafure correfpond with the Public's, have 
‘paid s60l. Sterling to Mr. Patrick Coutts for the Lands fituated 
on the River, where the Water muft be taken out into the Canal, 
jand where I have began and done fome Part of the Canal, with 


er Improvements, very expenfive. 


ry I therefore inform the Public, that, having a Fee Siniple there~ 
I am going on with the Canal at my own Expence, and wil] 
further rifk my whole Fortune and Time dn the Succefs of 
» and detive no Aid or Affittance until I make the 
avigation afe and ealy to Shockoe Warchoufe; expeCting, never« 
theleis, the more large and generous Contributions from all whe 
Hencfit when the Work is done. JOHN BALLENDINE.’ 
I want to hire a Hundred Slaves for the above Porpofe, and 
‘fMhould be clad to treat with any Perfon or Perfons inclinable; at 


mac, which river lay in that state’s jurisdiction. Per. 
haps the plan was visionary, but Washington in a 
letter to Jefferson of March 29, 1784, stated that it 
“was in a tolerably good train when I set out for 
Cambridge in 1775.” 

The subsequent course of events showed that Bal- 
lendine’s idea was soundly conceived, but the great 
development of the Potomac Canal westward did not 
come until later. 

In June 1775 John Ballendine established himself 
upon the northern bank of the James River at the head 
of the falls at a point now located between Windsor 
Farms and Williams Island, one mile and a half 
below Westham Station. For £560 sterling, cash in 
hand, he bought from Patrick Coutts fifty acres of 
land including the island. This beautiful location he 
named Ettrick Banks, and he proceeded to establish 
a home, build a timber dam across the river and begin 
his operation. He must have felt that at last he was 
on a sound basis. Behind him he had two acts of 


the fame Time could aflit with the be& Part of their Witter Clos 
thing, if not otherwife provided. 


— 


Ballendine’s notice (above) of his removal to Richmond in 1775 appeared in several newspapers of the 
time. His authority for undertaking a canal around the falls is embodied in an act of the House of Burgesses 


passed in 1772 the first part of which is here reproduced (below). 


C H A P. XXX. 
An A& for opening the Falls of James River by Subfeription, and for otber Purprfes. 


1. HEREAS the Extesfion of the Navigation of James River will be of great Public Utility to 

th: Colony in general, and more efpecially to the numerous [shabitants above the Falls of the faid 
River, which, itis judged, will be greatly promoted by cutting a Canal, through the Falls, from Wefham 
wo the Tide Water. And whereas many Perfons have fubfcribed large Sums of Money, and others will pro- 
Badly fubicribe, to fo laudable and bencficial a Work, and itis proper that they thou!d be impowered to re- 
ceive realonable Tollsor Duties, to enable them to cut, fupport, and repair the faid Canal, neceflary Locks, 
aod other Works: Be it therefore emadied, by the Governor, Council, and BurgeJes, of this prefeut Gene- 
val Affembly, and it is berchy enaled, by the Authority of the fame, Tirat as foon as the Perfoss wha have 
elceady fubleribed. together with fuch as fha!l hereafter fob{cribe, or a Majority of them, thik a fuffici- 
ent Sum, for effecting the faid intended Work, may be raifed, any ten, who have fubferibed one handred 
Pounds, or upwards, each, thal! appoint a Time for a general Meeting of the Subfcribers, at the Towa of 
Maachefler, vache County of Chc/erfield, or Richmond, in the County of Henrico, after giving at lealt one 
Month's previous Nozice in the Virginia Gazette; and fuch of the Subfcribers as thal! be there prefent, or a 
Majority of them, are hereby impowered to eleéta Prefident, and eleven of the Subfcribers 10 be Traltees 
and Dire@tors, for the cutting’ a Canal, erecting Locks, and other Works requilite for opening the faid Falls, 
and extending the Navigation of the faid River, and, in counting the Votes, every Sabfcriber is to be allowed 
@ee Vote for every fifty Pounds by him fubfcribed ; aod if any Subfcriber hall be unable to attend at the Fime 
appointed, as aforefaid, it thall be lawful for him to depute any other Sub{criber to act for him.at thefaid E- 
leétion, by any Writing voter his Haod and Seal, whofe Vote hall be, ¢o all Intents and Purpofes, as valid as 
ifthe Subfcrib-r, giving him the Deputation, was himfelf prefent, And the faid Troftees and Direétors, fo 
elefted, thalland may agree with any Perfon, or Perfons, who thall be willing to undertake the fame, to cut 
the Geld’ Canal, and ereét fiich Locks, or other Works, as are neceZary, upon fach Terms, and in fach Man- 
ger, as the faid Traltees and Directors (hall think fit, and out of the Money arifing from the Tolls and Duties, 
hereafter given by this Act, to repair aod keep in good Order the faid Canal, Locks, or other Works-neceffa- 
ty thereto: Provided that the Sum to be paid does not exceed the whole Amount of the feveral Sums fub- 
feribed, ind that the Perfoo, or Perfons, who thall undertake the fame, hall firlt give fufficient Security to 


AND be it further enatted, by the Authority aforefaid, That the faid Prefident and Truftees and 
or tore of them. affermhled together, or a Majoricv of them, of whom the faid Pres 


% rin his or their Agreement. 
of any 
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Original journal of the Convention of May 1776 from which the page (below) is reproduced records the 
rejection of Ballendine’s petition to use convict labor. The petition to establish a furnace and foundry 
was acted on favorably by Patrick persis s ee of Propositions and Grievances (above). 
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the House of Burgesses indicating the interest of Vir- 
ginia in such a project, one passed in 1765 and another 
in 1772. The act of 1772 accompanied a similar act 
of Virginia for opening the Potomac and apparently 
subscription money for the Potomac venture could 
likewise be used for the venture on the James. While 
Thomas Jefferson later out of pure exasperation ques- 
tioned the legality of Ballendine’s operation, there 
seems no evidence of bad faith on Ballendine’s part. 

Between June 1775 and May 1776 momentous 
events were destined to change the course of history, 
and Ballendine was caught up in them. The Colony, 
moving toward independence, assembled its representa- 
tives in a convention, and Ballendine took up again 
his interest in iron manufacturing. 

Appearing before the Virginia Convention of May 
1776, he with a newly found partner, one John 
Reveley, proposed that the convention subsidize a 
plan to advance funds for the developing of iron ore 
in Buckingham County and floating the crude pig iron 
down the river to his canal terminus where a furnace 
and foundry were to be erected to cast cannon and 
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ball for the use of the Continental troops. 

The convention agreed to furnish £5000 in return 
for a mortgage on Ballendine’s and Reveley's property 
and to pay for the finished iron that Ballendine was 
to deliver. They felt, however, that the convention 
itself should build and operate the foundry from the 
water power to be drawn from Ballendine’s Canal. 
With this agreement both parties proceeded and 
Ballendine sold the newly founded State three and 
one-half acres of land for the foundry buildings and 
the State appointed Reveley as supervisor of the foun- 
dry operations. Shortly thereafter the State acquired 
several additional acres of Ballendine’s property. 

By November 1778, Reveley had completed a foun- 
dry with four double stacks, eight air furnaces, a bor- 
ing mill and other buildings, and had been authorized 


to secure competent workmen. By March 1779, regular 
work had begun. 

Ballendine fared badly. The Buckingham mine and 
furnace which he held with Reveley could not produce 
the iron contracted for, and the State had to supple. 
ment it with pig iron furnished from other contractors, 
The canal construction seemed to be beset with many 
difficulties and to get even enough money to provide 
the necessary water to run the boring mill the State 
had to advance additional sums. By October 1779, 
only one-twentieth of the distance from Westham to 
Richmond had been dug. 

Under these circumstances Thomas Jefferson, then 
Governor, rose up in wrath. It would seem likely that 
Ballendine had incurred his undying hostility for he 
pressed through his council and through the General 


Ballendine’s foundry was located at the far right of this picture against the hillside, and extended into 
the foreground where the railroad tracks and the intake to the settling basin are now located. No trace 
now remains of the Revolutionary enterprise. 
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Daniel Hylton’s home, Windsor, occupied the current site of Agecroft Hall and gave its name to Windsor 
Farms. From this location Thomas Jefferson directed the movement of material at the time of Benedict 
Arnold’s raid. Agecroft Hall, built in England about 1393, was removed to Richmond in 1925. 
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Assembly a bill to contract with the French firm of 
Peter Penet, Windel and Company to complete a 
canal and to run a foundry, and to take over the opera- 
tions of Ballendine and his land under the mortgage 
the State held. Ballendine was to be paid for damages 
done. The French government, however, voided the 
contract by refusing permission for the artisans to re- 
move from France, and Jefferson nursed his chagrin. 

Irrespective of the canal, the Westham foundry began 
to make a return of cannon and ball to the State, and 
Ballendine continued his endeavors by virtue of a 
reprieve from the French government. 

But failure number three was disastrously close at 
hand, and Jefferson, unwittingly, was the contributory 
cause. On New Year’s day, 1781, twenty-seven British 
vessels entered the Virginia capes. Jefferson did not 
divine their intent until it was too late. Benedict Arnold 
was in Richmond with force and little opposition on 
January the fifth. 

Jefferson’s actions at this time led to severe criti- 
cism, and later he attempted to justify them. Three 
versions of his diary of events exist and they appear 
to indicate that he did about the best he could under 
the circumstances. He lacked military support and was 
forced to move from one spot to another quickly in an 
attempt to salvage goods and stores and to escape 
capture. He pressed Daniel Hylton of Windsor into 
service as he later testified, and Hylton supervised the 


transfer of powder and arms from the foundry across 
the James. State archives, moved out of Richmond by 
wagon, were lodged at the foundry for want of trans- 
portation further. Jefferson remained out of Richmond, 

Without opposition the enemy moved with planned 
intent. A force of cavalry under Lieutenant John G, 
Simcoe galloped out what is now Cary Street Road, 
turned down Old Lock Lane and proceeded straight 
to the foundry which they destroyed completely, to- 
gether with all shops and dwellings belonging to 
Ballendine and Reveley. 

In the smoke of this holocaust went all of Ballen- 
dine’s possessions and all of his plans. His iron con- 
tracts unfulfilled, his canal uncompleted and his land 
mortgaged to the hilt, inevitable ruin was all too 
apparent. In the words of his son, he was “seized with 
an indisposition” which lasted until his death on 
October 14, 1781. 

While Ballendine’s reach exceeded his grasp this is 
usually assumed to be a virtue rather than a fault. 
Unquestionably he had vision beyond his time, and 
his series of misadventures should not be held entirely 
against him. Neither should Mr. Jefferson’s violent 
hatred. The facts are clear: he was the first to attempt 
to provide water transportation around the falls of the 
Potomac and the James, and his work clearly led to 
future canals and railroads. For this he shall be remem- 


bered. 4 7 7 


Probably the last remnant of Ballendine’s canal is this concrete culvert under the railroad tracks at the 
head of Richmond’s settling basin. All other vestiges have been obliterated by the passage of time and 
the handiwork of other engineers. 
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